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Jan Randall, a former faculty member at Central Missouri State University and San Francisco 
State University, authors this work that is part of ABC-CLIO’s Contemporary World Issues series 
on the Environment.  Labeled a reference handbook, the main part of the book is divided into 
the following chapters: Background and History; Problems, Controversies, and Solutions; 
Perspectives; Profiles (on people and organizations), and Data and Documents.  Each chapter 
includes several essays on related topics, each running about one to five pages. References are 
provided after each chapter and can run several pages.   Two additional chapters provide a 
bibliography to further reading--divided into books, articles, comments, and hearings, internet 
sources, and reports--and a chronology of important invents related to endangered species.  
Overall, I found this work lacking. The author tried to connect too many topics to endangered 
species, and correspondingly the work lacks coherence. For example, in the chapter on 
Background and History, the author discusses events in the National Forests, National Wildlife 
Refuges, National Parks, etc. as precursors to the Endangered Species Act, but their 
relationships are not very clear.  The author would have done better by addressing fewer topics 
and making stronger connections between the ones included.  This work seems like a 
hodgepodge of information, with none of it described in enough detail to leave you satisfied. 
